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SUB J : WAV UPDATE ON SOUTHWEST OUTWARD BOUND SCHOOL 

REF: MAZATLAN'S 0031 AND STATE'S 02271 

1 . FOLLOWING IS A RESUME OF EVENTS REPORTED BY VICE CONSUL 
POWELL WHO RETURNED FROM LORETO, BCS. AT 4:00 P.M., JANUARY 
31. 

2. UPON CONOFF’S ARRIVAL IN LORETO AT 1 1 :30 A.M., JANUARY 28, 

TWO BODIES, SUBSEQUENTLY IDENTIFIED BY OUTWARD BOUND INSTRUCTORS 
AS BRENDA HERMAN AND TIM BREIDIGAN, HAD JUST BEEN PICKED UP 
BY A RESCUE BOAT AND TAKEN TO LORETO CIVIL HOSPITAL. CONOFF 
IMMEDIATELY REQUESTED LORETO OFFICIALS TO INITIATE PAPERWORK 
REQUIRED TO SEND BODIES TO LA PAZ FOR EMBALMING AND TRANSPORT 
TO U.S. CONOFF CONVEYED THIS INFORMATION TO CONGEN TIJUANA 
AND TO SAN DIEGO BY SHORT WAVE RADIO RELAY VIA MULEGE, BCS. 

3. BY NIGHTFALL JANUARY 28, USCG HELICOPTER ARRIVED TO JOIN 
SEARCH FOR MISSING STUDENT DAVID SCHWIMMER. DESPITE MEXICAN 
AUTHORITIES INSISTENCE THAT USCG CREW RETURN TO LA PAZ UNTIL 
FOLLOWING MORNING, CONOFF SECURED PERMISSION FOR THEM TO 
REMAIN OVERNIGHT IN LORETO. ALSO, ON JANUARY 28 LA PAZ FUNERAL 
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DIRECTOR ARRIVED LORETO AT 9:00 P.M., DEPARTING FOR LA PAZ 
WITH BODIES SHORTLY AFTERWARDS. 

4. ON JANUARY 29, USCG, WITH OUTWARD BOUND INSTRUCTOR LARRY 
CAMPBELL IN HELICOPTER, RENEWED SEARCH. THOROUGH CHECK WAS 
MADE OF ALL NEARBY ISLANDS. COAST WAS RECHECKED FROM ACCIDENT 
SITE TO BAHIA AGUA VERDE. MEANWHILE, OUTWARD BOUND GROUP 
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BROUGHT IN MOST OF WRECKAGE AND GEAR PREVIOUSLY LOCATED. 
MEXICAN IMMIGRATION OFFICIALS FROM SANTA ROSALIA ARRIVED TO 
PREPARE PROVISIONAL DOCUMENTATION FOR STUDENTS WHO HAD LOST 
POSSESSIONS. 

5. ON JANUARY 30, COAST GUARD SEARCHED INLAND SECTION OF ISLA 
DEL CARMEN AND ISLA CORONADO AS WELL AS MAINLAND AS FAR AS 
NORTH-SOUTH HIGHWAY. AT 2:00 P.M. COAST GUARD RECEIVED RADIO 
COMMUNICATION REQUESTING HELICOPTER TO LEAVE MEXICO BY NIGHT- 
FALL. SEARCH, THEREFORE. DISCONTINUED. CONOFF DETERMINED NO 
FURTHER PURPOSE WOULD BE SERVED BY REMAINING LORETO, AND 
RETURNED TO MAZATLAN FOLLOWING DAY. 

6. CONSULATE APPRECIATES ASSISTANCE OF AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS, 
IN BOTH MAZATLAN AND TIJUANA, WHOSE COMMUNICATIONS WERE 
INVALUABLE IN COORDINATING RESCUE EFFORTS. 

7. CONOFF OBTAINED MEXICAN DEATH CERTIFICATES FOR BRENDA HERMAN 
AND TIM BREIDIGAN AND WILL SEND FS-192'S TO THEIR FAMILIES UPON 
RECEIPT OF PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP. 

8. IF DAVID SCHWIMMER'S BODY DOES NOT SURFACE WITHIN A REASON- 
ABLE TIME, WITH FAMILY'S AND DEPARTMENT S CONCURRENCE, CONOFF 
WILL OBTAIN EYEWITNESS STATEMENTS FROM FELLOW STUDENTS AND 
INSTRUCTORS FOR ISSUANCE OF PRESUMPTIVE REPORT OF DEATH. 
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9. CONOFF’S DETAILED NOTES POUCHED FEBRUARY 1, 1978. 

MATTHEWS 
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